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VICTORIAN WOMEN’S SELECTION
PROCESS - CHANGES

The new VBA Council, having considered
comments by a range of players from a
number of Victorian bridge clubs, has decided
to return the Victorian Women's Team Stage
One Selection Trial to Wednesday night. It is
to be run concurrently with, but separately
from, the Fred Altman Swiss Pairs on March
30", April 6", 13™, 20", and 27" but not
necessarily for five weeks.

The Second Stage of the Women's Team
selection, for those pairs who qualify, will be
held on April 30" and May 1%.

The other state-level Senior’'s and Women’s
Championships scheduled for Tuesday nights
have been cancelled for 2005. The timing
of the VBA club-level Senior’'s Selection Heat
remains unchanged (April 19, 26 and May 3).

Victorian State events are played at the VBA
and are open to all ABF-registered players.

VBA Match & Tournament Committee
15" February, 2005

TOORAK TRAVEL
AMERICAN EXPRESS
OFFICIAL TRAVEL SPONSOR TO THE
VBA

Our 6 staff has collectively 124 years of experience
in selling individual and group travel to Australian
and International destinations.

We specialise in all types of Cruising, Europe and
Round World itinerary planning.

See us in the Toorak Village (just across the road
from Henry Buck’s) to assist with your next holiday
or business trip.

Toorak Travel American Express
533A Toorak Road, Toorak Vic 3142
Phone 9826-1213 Fax 9826-1392 or email to
julie@tooraktravel.com.au
ABN 11 057 616 314 Lic. No 31730

SETTING TRICK - PROBLEMS
Problem 1:

Dealer: W a Q76

Vul: N/S v AK73
¢ AQ2
% Q95

a AK5

v J652

¢ 73

% J842

West North East South

Pass la* D'ble#  Pass

2v Pass Pass 3e¢
Pass 3NT Pass de
Pass Pass Pass

*  Precision
# Majors

You start with aA and follow aK, partner
following A2 then a3. What next?

Problem 2:
Dealer: E a 10932
Vul: N/S v QJ92
¢ 104
& 754
a A64
v 765
¢ 93
% 98632

West North East South

Pass 2NT*
Pass 3t Pass 3NT#
Pass Pass Pass

* 20-22 HCP
# Puppet: opener has no 4 or 5 card major

Partner starts with a7. You win aA (South
playing a5) and have to decide how to
proceed.

Solutions on page 7.

A v ¢ L)
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THE IMPOSSIBILITY OF THE DOUBLE
UNBLOCK
lan McCance

Dealer: N a Q5
Vul: N/S v 84

+ K8653

% AK64
A 974 A 103
v Q103 v 97652
* AQ4 ¢ J72
& 8732 % QJ9

a AKJ862

v AKJ

¢ 109

& 105

West North East South

le Pass 24
Pass 3 Pass ANT
Pass 5¢ Pass 5NT*
Pass 6v Pass 6NT
Pass Pass Pass

* intended as sign-off?

I'm unused to strong jump shifts and should
probably have raised 2a to 3a: that might
get us to 64, an even money job. Partner
was undeterred by 3« (did he think it was
strong?) and started on the Black,
presumably regretting it after 5e¢ —
apparently 5NT was a sign-off, but 54 would
have been clearer.

West had his measure and led a low
diamond! South  ducked and shortly
afterwards left the table.

On the face of it declarer's 12" trick is
perhaps a matter for the heart finesse, but
the fancy underlead (a) maybe suggests that
West didn’t fancy leading a heart and (b) that
West is, as it were, pinned (like a butterfly,
they used to say — has anyone used that
recently?) by possession of ¢A.

Look at West’'s predicament if ¢K is played
and then spades are run. The obvious threat
is that West will be forced down to vQxx and
+A and thrown in to lead hearts. But East has
a diamond control — if West could wriggle out
of the need to hold diamonds he can’t be
thrown in. However East has only one
diamond guard — if West lets ¢AQ go too
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early declarer can set up ¢8 while he still has
the other suits held.

West is in a straight-jacket because of his
clubs. The position he would like to be in is to
ditch one high diamond early then the other
on dummy’s last club. But I don’'t think he
can!

The moral is if you are going to try smart
under-leads against slams, go the whole hog
and lead ¢Q.

Seniors Day at the VBA

The VBA in conjunction with the Victorian
Seniors Festival is conducting a Free
Duplicate Day on Friday 18" March 2005
commencing at 11.30 a.m. A light lunch will
be provided as well as hand records at the
conclusion of play. Senior players of all
standards are welcome and it will be a
wonderful opportunity to make new friends
and enjoy a great game of bridge.

THE TWELFTH TRICK

Dealer: E a 102

Vul: nil vQ
¢ AK10732
% 10642

a AQ65
v AKJ
¢ Q98
& KJ9

West North East South

240%* 2NT
Pass 5¢ Pass O6NT
Pass Pass Pass

* normal weak two

This bidding was a bit agricultural, but 6NT is
not the world’s worst contract. The opening
lead is the spade 4, to the 10, jack and
queen.

Plan the play. Solution on page 6.
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THE OTHER SIDE
Blaine Howe

When playing in long bridge events you need
to train and prepare and have a little physical
discipline if you want to get the best out of
yourself and your team, just as in other
sports.

Bridge players tend to ignore this side of
bridge a lot and go in keen, resolute and try
to play their best game. For most of us it is
not enough...

As | was playing in the SWPT this year with a
particularly good set of teammates who were
all fierce competitors, | tried to do all of the
right things so that on the last day of the
Swiss when it matters to your final position |
was in as good a physical and mental shape
as | could reasonably be.

This year when | started play on Thursday I
felt 1 was as ready to do battle as | was on
Monday morning and | know that for me it
made a significant difference. The stuff below
is what | did to get there.

1. Write it Down

Write your agreements down and have a
copy each to refresh your memory
occasionally. Most important is to delete
anything you would not both happily use in
the last round in an important match (it has
taken me a long time to learn this...). Learn it
before you go and don’t waste energy
revisiting it during the event.

2. Practice Sessions

Have practice sessions with your partner near
the event. Online bridge is great for this. In
the week before going to Canberra Neil and |
played 3 sessions equivalent to a full evening
each on BridgeBase against the strongest set
of opponents we could organise. Doing this
with your teammates helps everyone.

3. Alcohol

None until you have played your last board
for the day and minimal in the two hours
before you go to bed. Also minimise late
night eating, especially sweet stuff. A tough
ask but there it is.
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4. Sleep

The most important thing of all. Do whatever
you need to do to get a good night's sleep
every night. Alcohol and food have a
significant effect on the quality of my sleep
so | have to watch what | eat and drink late.
Each hour’'s sleep you miss will cost you
something on the scoreboard.

5. Diet and Exercise

I take a vitamin capsule plus a fish-oil
capsule and eat plenty of fruit and vegetables
when | am away. Small regular meals are the
go for me. No large serves of heavy food and
things like salad plus meat or cheese
mountain bread wraps for lunch. Plenty of
walking helps keep your system chugging
along.

6. Lots of Water

Drinking lots of water seems to make a
difference and | always had a bottle of water
at the table during play. Also, cutting down
on the caffeine by drinking a bit less coffee
and diet coke at the same time helps my
nerves — too much of the stuff gets you
jangly at the table and can make you
impulsive.

7. Low Energy Scoreups

Write down the scores without discussion,
check the result and then relax for the next
match. Discuss quietly a couple of things that
your partnership agreement wasn’'t working
on but make it short and then let it go. Don’t
criticise your teammates’ actions even
(maybe especially...) if asked. A corollary to
this is no system changes — | repeat — no
system changes during the event.

You don’t have to be on a strong team, you
just have to want to get the best result you
can in a given week for the team you are on.
The next time you really want to get the best
finish you can, think about this stuff.

A v ¢ L

Correction: Sid Dunk was tickled pink to
get acknowledgement for writing the poem
“The Last Trump” in last month’s newsletter,
but has pointed out that the actual poet was
in fact one A. B. (Banjo) Paterson.
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ASK BILLIAN

a QJ10653 a K2
v 38 v AQ
¢ 764 ¢ AK105
% 1032 « AJB76

West North East South

2v 3NT Pass
?

Here is a query through Tor Helness of
Norway, who bid 3NT with the South hand in
the 2001 World Championship. His partner
had to decide what to do after the 3NT
overcall. Since his partnership plays 4a as
slam invitational here, he couldn't see any
alternative to pass. However, 3NT was a
terrible contract, and 4a4 was cold. What
methods do you recommend after partner
overcalls 3NT?

Bill: It would be nice to distinguish between
hands that just want to play four of a major
and those that want to invite. The method
that | have played over the last 8 years or so
is as follows:

- 4% is Baron, with at least slam-try values,
asking partner to bid suits up the line.

- 4¢ is a form of Flint, saying that | want to
sign off somewhere. Partner puppets to 4v
and then passes the next bid.

- 4v, 44, 5% and 5e are invitational -
because with the weak hand, you go via
4. (If the opponent’s suit is a major, then
cue-bidding that major would be a minor
suit slam try.)

- 4ANT is quantitative.

Using this method Tor, you can have your
cake and eat it.

lan: I believe most of our readers would
not have discussed it. Accordingly | think the
solution is intuitive, and 44 would be to play.
I think treating it as forward-going is against
the percentages because games are more
likely than slams. Even a weakness 4-of-a-
minor (not forcing) might be commoner than
slam hands.

A strongish hand could cue, but I think it's
too hard to remember what the 3NT-ist is
supposed to do, even if there was an
agreement.
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This situation should be distinguished from
3NT after an opening 3-bid, where 3NT might
have much less in hand than the jump to
3NT.

Bill: Well, it is true that in the eight years of
playing my excellent methods it hasn’t yet
come up. And | admit that if and when it
does, it’'s not certain that either me or my
partner will remember it!

A v 3 *
RECENT RESULTS

Ailsa Tandy Eclectic Pairs

1 B. Barned — H. Lyngsjo
2 M. Balint — S. Shub
3 S. Gerdan — R. Szabo-Bence

Ramsden Handicap Pairs

1 M. Tencer — M. Chrapot
2 J. Alexander — G. Gaspar
3 C. Lachman —J. Chan

A v * L

BRIDGE AND THE INTERNET (3)
REc.GAMES.BRIDGE
Bill Jacobs

Rec.games.bridge is a newsgroup devoted to
bridge. It is a forum in which anyone with an
internet connection can post any material,
and followup posts are maintained by subject
thread.

Because there is no supervision or restriction
on material, RGB covers the whole gamut of
the game, from the technical (what do you
bid? how should you play this? whose fault
was it?), to the procedural (directors’ rulings,
alert regulations) and elsewhere (detecting
cheating, puzzles, bridge politics).

The standard of contribution to RGB, both
technical and general, is quite high. Several
world-class players contribute, and certainly
if you are interested in a bidding or play
issue, you will receive a very complete and
worthwhile response. Of course, there are
some contributors who have a heavily over-
inflated opinion of themselves, but you can
learn to ignore them.
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Accessing RGB

There are several ways to hook up to RGB.
The simplest is to use Google: point your
browser at www.groups.google.com and
select rec.games.bridge. This will allow you
to look at all articles posted to this
newsgroup. ToO post, you create an account
for yourself.

Alternatively, you can use a news program
and access a news server. This is a bit more
complicated, but results in a user interface
that is tailored for news groups.

One news program that is available to almost
everyone is Outlook Express. This program
supports both email and news. From the
Accounts section in the Tools menu, you can
add a link to a news server (a computer that
stores all the news articles). Your ISP will
most likely have one of these servers: for
example, Optus has a news server
“news.optusnet.com.au’.

RGB Sampler
It is difficult to give a true feel for RGB in a
short article. But here are a few technical
problems all originating in RGB.
1. As South, you hold this monster:

A 6532 v 92 ¢ 763 & 8542

West North East South

Pass Pass
INT D’ble 2v Pass
Pass D’ble Pass ?

Systemically, partner’s second double just
shows extra strength, for example about 20
points. Your bid.

2. In the following layout:

A106532
J84 K7

Q9

declarer needs to run this suit at notrumps,
but has no entries to dummy. He is in
dummy at trick one, but can cross to hand if
desired.

How should the suit be played? Can declarer
run the suit?

Page 5

3.
Matchpoints & Q5
Vul: N/S v A7

¢ K52

% K96543

A AK8732
v K1095
* A

% 107

West North East South

1% Pass 1a
2NT Pass 4e 4a
Pass Pass D’ble  All pass

The lead is a low club. East wins the jack
and ace (as West discards), and plays a third
club.

What if anything do you ruff with?

4. What do the following two deals have in
common?

a A5

v 76432

¢ 10973

& AK
A J108 a 9732
v KQ98 v A
+ AQ6 ¢ 1842
% 1082 & 6543

a KQ64

v J105

¢ K5

« QJ97
and

A 9643

v 105

¢ AKQS8

% J42
a KJ A AQ87
v 864 v Q973
¢ J75 ¢+ 642
« AKQ83 & 97

a 1052

v AKJ2

¢+ 1093

% 1065

Solutions overleaf.
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1. When this problem was posed on RGB,
no-one knew whether to pass the double or
bid 2a. Most posters agreed that the method
being played was inferior — you should play
either clear penalty doubles or clear takeout
doubles in this situation. The actual
meaning, which could be described as
“optional”, gives partner no real clue of what
to do.

The reason this problem is included here is
that one poster had a suggestion which |
hadn’t seen before. He said that when you
double 1NT, and they run to a suit, you
should play penalty doubles if they bid a
minor, and takeout doubles if they bid a
major!

There are two good reasons for this: one is
that 2« and 2e doubled are not game, so
there is less arithmetic risk to doubling 2 of a
minor. The more important issue is that a
rescue to 2% or 2e is often psychic, with the
bidder planning to redouble for rescue. In
this scenario, it is entirely possible that with
takeout doubles in place, both opponents
have a penalty double of the rescue, and the
result is that the contract is passed out! And
taking 50s or 100s might not be enough.

2. Declarer’'s best play is not obvious, but
whatever he does, the defence can counter
by playing low cards on the first trick!

3. If spades are 3-2, you are laughing; if
they are 5-0, you are crying. What about a
likely 4-1 break? If West’s singleton is the 6
or 4, you must ruff with the 7. If West’'s
singleton is the jack, 10 or 9, you must ruff
with the ace! (Not the king, which is
insufficiently spectacular.)

So the correct play is to ruff high.

4. No one can make anything.

TWELFTH TRICK — SOLUTION
Bill Jacobs

(see top of next column)

11 tricks in 6NT are easy to see, and you
hope the twelfth trick will come from clubs.
If either East or West has both honours, then
the result is pre-ordained. But if the honours
are split ...
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s 102

vQ

¢ AK10732
% 10642

a AQ65
v AKJ
¢ Q98
& KJ9

Often the bidding can help with the club
guess; however in this case, unless you have
inside information on East’s habits, there is
no strong indicator on whether he holds the
ace or queen.

One way to approach the play is to cash as
many tricks as possible and look carefully at
the discards. A defender with the club queen
is likely to hang on to low club cards, so that
the queen won’t drop. Conversely, a
defender with the club ace may discard low
clubs as they are of no particular value. So
you could run diamonds and play for the
defender who discards more clubs to have
the ace.

But did you spot an interesting alternative?
Cross to dummy in diamonds and lead a club
at trick three, playing either the king or jack.
For the sake of argument, let’s say you play
the king and it loses to West’s ace. Drat!

Try not to let out a groan of despair - look at
the problem from West's perspective. He
needs to return a club to his partner’s queen
immediately! Suppose he plays a red suit
instead (he doesn’t have a second spade to
lead). You cash your hearts and run the
diamond suit — leading to the following:

a2
'_
¢ 2
& 10
K9

a A5
'_
’_
& J

When the last diamond is played, East is
squeezed in the black suits.
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The winning defence for West is difficult to
find — it feels unnatural to return the suit
declarer has played. And the play works
identically if you lead a club to the jack and it
loses to West’s queen.

Assuming you agree with the logic behind the
early club play, which do you think is the
better guess at trick 3 — club to the jack or
club to the king?

Go to the bottom of the page for my
“answer”.

SETTING TRICK — SOLUTIONS
lan McCance

Problem 1:

Dealer: W A Q76

Vul: N/S v AK73

* AQ2

% Q95
a AK5 A J8432
v J652 v Q1098
¢ 73 ¢+ K
% J842 & AK6

a 109

v4

+ J1098654

& 1073

In practice you led a diamond — declarer
decided you weren’t fooling and dropped ¢K.
He then had discards for 2 of his clubs and
came to 10 tricks.

What were you thinking of? Partner made the
switch to clubs as clear as day — why else 42
then a3?

Problem 2:
Dealer: E a 10932
Vul: N/S v QJ92
¢ 104
& 754
A K187 A A64
v 1083 v 765
* A762 + 93
& KJ & 98632
a Q5
v AK4
+ KQJ85

% AQ10
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Since partner cannot hold aKQJ, declarer has
a picture with that a5 and you have only 3
tricks in spades. How to build this to the
ever-important 5? Switch!

Which switch? If declarer has a long suit it is
likely to be diamonds, and he will have to
lose what tricks are necessary to bring the
diamonds in. Switching to clubs can do little
harm, and may establish the setting trick.
Which club? 9, though partner must know
you have no more high cards.

But what about returning partner’s suit, you
ask?

Partner will realise when you don’t return a
spade (after the fog of irritation clears), that
it wasn’'t necessary — you started with 3
spades, and declarer’'s remaining spade is
assailable from West.

A v 14 L)

RECENT MASTER PROMOTIONS

Congratulations to the following members
who have been recently promoted to a higher
grade of Master:

Graduate Master Sena Hasthanayake

Club Master Aron Grinberg

Sonia Grinberg

*Regional Master Madelaine Zafir

State Master Linda Baynham

*State Master Kate Gullan

Life Master George Topfner

Silver Grand Master Boris Tencer

Gold Grand Master Wally Scott

A v 14 L)

TWELFTH TRICK — KING OR JACK?

I recommend playing a club to the Kking.
Even if West has the ace, he may not play it.
For example, West might be thinking about
the following layout:

10642
AXX JXX
KQ9
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Thanks to Leonie Szabo for the following interesting memorabilia:
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Mr,
Mra,
Miss

Mr.
Mrs,
Migs

appreviated,

To bring our eclub records com
the form below and return wi

The following fa
a ¢lub member,

VICTORIAY BEIDGE

Ordinary Members

Fuil Time Student Members

Those members who joined during the current year and
towards the entrance fee of £10 should al
the second payment of £5 to complete thei

L L L
B
e R
R R

LR A

R S N R

FEEESE p F R RS R RS R R
R -
L A F R R R
L A T NN R R ]
LR R N R
LI T I I i e

MEMBERSHIFP OF THE CLUB IS STRICTLY

ANT MEMBERS NOT PAYING
CONSIDERED UNFIMANCIAL

ASSOCIATION LIMITED

1974 swbacriptions are dus rext month, and early payment would be
Saberiptions payable are as follows:

A7
£

who paid £5

so include with their subseription
r entrance oo,

pletely up to date would you please complets
th your subseription,

Surname  {Please Print)

Christian Namos
FEEe E e aw Pﬁﬁt Code
FPhone No. (Business)

Phone Ho. (Private)

Would members please note than when notifying change of address, change
of telephone number should also be given, if this applies,

PLEASE FETURN THIS COMPLETED FORM WITH YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

r completion where socond member of the family ia also

Surnams {Please Print)
Christian Namas
Aldress

srsnnsses POSt Code

FPhone Neo. (Busincsas)

FPhone No, (Frivats)

LIMITED TO 1000,

THEIR SUBSCRIPTIONS BY 4/1/74 will be
KND MAY HAVE TO TAKE THEIR PLACE ON A WAITING

LIST TO HEJOIN IF THE CURRENT MEMBERSHIP IS 1000 AT THAT TTME.




