BBO Tournaments - Players

This document provides ingructions for joining, playing in and enjoying online BBO Tournaments. We
are deding with tournaments only here — Team Matches are covered in another document.

A basic working knowledge of BBO is assumed. If you haven't got this working knowledge, then do
something — you are missing out on some interesting bridge.

The last section in this document points you to some ways in which you can learn how to play and get
comfortable with online bridge environments.

If you are very familiar with playing on BBO but have not played any tournaments, still have aread of
this document. Y ou can understand wheat is here quickly, but you still will learn afew things about BBO
Tournaments that you would missiif you just went in cold.

Sections in this document are:
Tournament Players Overview
BBO Tournament Basics
BBO Chat
Finding a Tournament
Joining a Tournament
Regigering for a Tournament
Partnership Desk
Paying
Tournament Just Finished?
MyHands Webpage
BBO — Want to Learn?
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Tournament Players Overview

This document is designed to help you be able to navigate the online tournament world. It does this by
focussing on finding and joining atournament you expect to be there. The VBA ,amongst many others, is
doing things about providing tournaments for their locd and neighbouring players.

Online tournaments and team matches are away to let you play more bridge in a competitive environment
without leaving home.

Theredlity of online bridge is that players useit to play more bridge not to replace the bridge they dready
play. Whatever they do, playing online will never be as good as the red thing when we are &t the table.
There we can size up our opponents and do battle — | like to see the whites in their eyes when playing for
blood.

There are alot of waysto play online. Amongst the advantages of tournaments is they let you not only
have abunch of different opponents, but give you the chance to practice with a new partner or get your
game up to scratch with a current partner before an important live game.

The concept | am putting forward here is to have more online bridge with the players we know and hope
that we can eventualy have better competitive and training games for those who want to improve. Thisis
dl ontheway.

If you don’t know how to play online bridge yet, then read the last section of this document, get alittle
training and then come back. The online world beckons.

This document concentrates on BBO Tournaments. Team Matches are covered in another document.

In fact, Team Matches are much smpler than tournaments for the players aslong as you have an
experienced BBO User organising it for you. Y ou will have to do little more than log on when you are
told and gtart playing when you are swept into your sedt.
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BBO Tournament Basics

There are some things expected of you when you play online because you have to remember that you
basicaly need to police your own behaviour and there is an expectation of what you know and how you
will do things

1. Basic knowledge of playing on BBO
Tournaments are not where you should be learning to play.

2. Politeness
Thisis crucid. People can't see you S0 you have to say thank you more
than you would when you are dl in the same room.

3. Know who your director is
If thereisaregular director, make him your BBO friend.
You will beinformed when you log on to BBO if heisthere.

4. Undergtand the chat language
Yes, thereisone and it is a bit like text messaging on mobile phones.
Y ou don't have to know alot of stuff but you should know some.
Check out the section below on BBO Chat if you are a new user.

5. Pay to the tournament schedule.
It isvery difficult to mange very dow play on theinternet.
It isvery poor form to not make an effort to keep to the schedule.

6. Tdl thetableif you leave
Alwaystel the tableif you leaving, even if for 2 minutes.
They can't see you leave the room.

7. Undersand SAYC
Thisis not required when playing with friends but there is a default online
system called Standard American Yellow Card or SAYC.
Get to know this when you have a chance. Even if you play with aregular partner,
you can get to know more about what your opponents play.

An important concept that recursin this and other documents | am writing isthat there is a degree or
control over who getsto play. This makes it easier to have a controlled environment that you can ingst on
being competitive but friendly.

Also, behaviour and reliahility of players (whether they finish atournament they start, for instance) is
much easier to manage if you know who everyoneis.
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BBO Chat

Chatting isan integra part of the online game. The Chat Log is dways visble during play so you can
communicate with the table, the director and with kibitzers when alowed.

Y ou will spend afair bit of time online entering text into the Chat Window.

(% Chat to EVERYONE who is currently logged in

Chatto |The Lobby »|  Leavemaifor I™ Atiach Bridge Mavie Cancal

With norma settings, just typing text automatically brings up the window and accepts what you are
typing. Thereisadrop down list available during play which will provide you with the ability to sdlect an
alowed recipient.

On the toolbar during play there are 4 icons available to open a Chat Window which will be preset to the
four logicd recipients you will want to (and are allowed to) use:

Chat Chat to Table
Left Arrow Chat to Left-Hand Opponent
Right Arrow Chat to Right-Hand Opponent

Two-Way Arrow Chat to Both Opponents

Note that you are forbidden by the software to have a private chat with your partner — this should not be a
surprise...

Bascdly just type your text and press Enter or click the Chat Button or Cancel as appropriate. The Button
to talk to both opponents (excluding partner) assists with explaining conventiona bids or playsto the
opponents. Especidly, use this button when you forget to dert abid while entering it.

Always maintain a courteous atitude when chatting online. It is very difficult to correct perceptions of
what you say when people cannot see you. Also, remember writing in dl capitasis consdered to be
shouting

Some of the more common abbreviations used in chat follow. Some are obvious but others not so. Don't
be afraid to ask experienced players what their abbreviations mean.

brb  Beright back. lol Laughing out loud.
thx  Thank you. gp  Good luck partner.
wpp Wil played partner.
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Finding a Tournament

The firgt thing you have to do isto find the tournament you want to join. As you become more
adventurous, you might have alook at whet is being offered and join a tournament full of strangers.

OK. You know what tournament you are going to play in, o whereisit? Y ou need arough idea of when
itisgoing to Sart.
The basic processis very smple:

1. SatBBO. You will seethe Main Menu. Sdect:
Click to Play or Wetch Bridge

2. Youwill seethe Play Bridge Menu. Sdlect:

Free Tournaments
3. Youwill seethe Free Tournaments Menu. Click one of the following list headers
to expand the lis.
Tournaments sarting within the hour Try thisligt fird.

Tournaments garting later

If the tournament is planned to start more than an hour away, it may not be on ether list yet because it has
not been created! If S0, check if the director is online and ask him what’ s happening.

Making aregular director you know your BBO Friend will hep you here. Then you will betold heis
online when you log on looking for the tournament.

- Aridge Bemn Online - Free Tssmammnis

Free Tournaments @ 2

755 Tournamenis G Displayed
Host  [Tite

a* Tourmaments in pragrass
Sitony #1744 Pairs Goulash 138 Tables i plyocan
bhomha Fras — Money Bridge Taumament #3273 15 Tables in p
Zpeboal #1181 Pairs The Catathon  Tabibas il
| Dzattn |#1321 Pairs SBCC MARATHON open fo | 34 Tables in plh
o Campleted tou pamaents 1 Tourmarment [§j
& Tourmaments starling within the hour ? Toutarments |

2 Toumaments starting later

o ok o e

Tournamenl Rules | Creale Touwrmameant

v e L e L e R W el e

If you are within haf an hour of the start time you expect and you cannot find the tournament or the
director, then do something else tonight.

If you do find the tournament then click the tournament in the list to bring up the Tournament Status
screen
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Joining a Tournament
Now to the action. Y ou have found the tournament you want to play in and it istime to join.

Firgt ingpect the Tournament Status screen and confirm you are at the right event. Then read the
conditions and ensure that they are acceptable.

Most tournaments require pairs to enter rather than individuas, so we will presume pairs are required in
the following text.

! Bridpe Base Online - #1413 Pairs YBA Tournament1

#1413 Pairs VBA Tournament 1

This tournament will start in 23 minutes.
There are 0 pairs registered to play in this tournament (limit 120).
Click the Table button on the toolbar below to manage this tournament.

Host: brownbear Description: Local players only
Event type: Pairs Victoria Australia - while we get
Scoring: IMP Pairs (Cross IMPs) started. No restrictions. 4x4
Undos allowed Unclocked| Board Rounds. Players limited

to list set by director. Untimed -

i8tgamg A4 Rounds| ,one o finish in 2 hours.

g Restriction:Include custom list

0 Registered partnerships

[Iml Registration Partnership I] 3661 Player
33 Displayed

-=brownbear. Automated message: Tourney 1413 created
MY tells me you are organising tournament soon._.

suzannaZ Yes we are doing our second trial at 7:30
suzannaZ ok - if you need another one i am avail

-=suzanna? Thanks for that. Will see who turns up. Still early days 5o don't know whether enough will
arrive tonight ..

[eack || rrove faemenl] conv. [T unma' Fesnms] 9 erea) el e e W S G W lmlﬂﬁﬂl-

Thereisa Tournament Rules Button that might tel you something but this is unlikely to have any red
information unless you are playing in a serious tournament.

If you have turned up with a partner, then you smply register for the tournament by clicking the
Regidration Button. See the Registering for a Tournament section below for detalls.

If you have turned up solo, then click the Partnership Desk Button. See the Partnership Desk section
below for details.

If you are lucky enough to have the ear of the director, then send him a message as well as recording your
name at the Partnership Desk.
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Registering for a Tournament

When you dlick the Registration Button, you will be presented with the form you see below. Remember
that you must know the BBO Name of your partner to register — approximate doesn't cui it.

{8 Tournament Registration - #1769 Pairs HCBL Trial 070724

1 Registered partherships
| daikichilE-hasada

Select a partnership in the listbox
to see who has registered.

Request registration
Partner: |

Close ‘ Help J

Thereis nothing complicated about registering. Y ou just enter your partner’s BBO Name and click:
Request registration

Naturally, the software knows who you are, so the two names are entered as a pair. Y ou cannot register
two other players— you must be one of them. There are anumber of good reasons for this.

The messagelnthe rlght hand paneof the screen saysyou can click on any pair to get info about them.

18 Regeiaiad partreshins

.-'."a'snplurlrlu

| tacron s nido T

| bgm il
|d|fLJ_ellst-rr Lkl

v.-edn:l.m

;}du.‘ldﬁ-—u =l
e e
| ankeric-andebssl

il A7 Tt m
M Olher, AC=11_18(shorl clubl) no

|iuansnrds

(bl 1hdts 5-0-H-8 INT=1618 | 2CG=18+ Weak
IIWJE'-HJ'ITI"I__D 2 D-H-5 bacwoond Transher SEYC sid
g d Mg

E-mail ADCT STO HRNTS CATRY KZRZ
Skill level: Beginner

Pae| Canada
Diher: SAYE | Xtk Wi
| | |2's:binwa.stymn, 10t :
16-18,2=19 Ini=20-22 jopen w
Cese | Hele 50.H.5. shorl chub

The screen above shows what you get when you click apair in thelist. You get to see the BBO User
Profile Summary for each player in the selected pair. Thisisthe public information each BBO User

specifies that the world is alowed to see.
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Partnership Desk

Yes, there isaway to ask to offer apairs tournament if you are on your own. It is caled the Partnership
Desk. The Partnership Desk Button is next to the Registration Button on the Tournament Status screen.

Just press the button to register as a player and wait for apartner. If you are not known by the othersin
the tournament, you should have filled in your User Profile with some sensible information.

Also, if you are going to play with a partner who is not one of your group of players (you are redtricting
entries), you are redly going to haveto learn at least the basics of SAY C — thisiswhat strangerswill
usudly offer as a system on BBO or other online services.

= Paripership Deak - #1417 Paies Y34 Tournemend 1

[P i walan | pasrmi

Al e

Mobaody has ragistsred with
the partnership desk.

— Thoetorirremhan

w3 e m

Chnm Hulm
The screen is pretty sHf-explanatory. Click the button visble to Add your name or Remove your name.

The screen has aflag which filters the list by removing the players who are not logged on. Y ou won't get
agameif you are not going to stay logged on — the players manage the Partnership Desk themselves.

& Parinersp Ok - £37 faics CHEAD OPEN PAIAL s

T-Plasel e iou | padnets

seiial RTINS

e prepaton

= Shom dilky neankd
vetvs e ngymd iy

™ i

If there is another player in the ligt, then you can click on the player to see their profile — as has been done
above. If you like what you see, then you can click the Send invitation Button and see if you get agame.

Y ou need to use the Chat contral to talk to the currently selected player if you want to arrange agame by
discussing things before issuing an invitation. 1f you and another player come to an agreement, then one
of you has to enter.

Thereis no automatic matching and it is not the director’ s problem in ared tournament to find partners.
However, the director will keep track to see who isinterested and aso to see if he has candidates for
subgtitutes — you never know when a subgtitute is going to be required.
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Playing
Once you have entered for an event, stay on line near the start time and do what you like on BBO. Once
you have entered you will be swept into your seat once the tournament starts. If you are doing something

else on BBO at the time then tough — tournaments take precedence over normal tables.

When the event garts, then it isredly just like playing & any other BBO Table. The only things you to
keep in mind during play that might be different from normd are:

1. Remember the form of scoring
The event determines the form of scoring

2. Remember each round istimed
Try to stay with the agreed timing, especidly if the event is Unclocked.
If the event is Clocked, play will be curtailed once you go over time.

3. Scheduled finishing time
Each tournament has a scheduled finish so you have a good idea when play will be over.
Then you can go off and do what you like.

4. Bridge Movie Avaladle
Y ou can check out the Bridge Movie for your completed hands during the tournament.

Something to do when you are dummy or when your table finished early.
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Tournament Just Finished?

When the tournament completes you will be taken to the Tournament Status screen which will have
changed from its active State to a completed state and inform you whether the tournament completed OK
and who the major placegetters were.

e lridps Seme (1rgirm - #1471 1 Fars ¥ Tem rewreeni

510,000 in PRIZE qur ;

#1413 Pairs VBA Tournament 1 B oo

T A0yt ®Es buun Comploiod
il the Tessnameess Semills hiifon S e skomiragn. and s in

et 1

i ==
PRI ol

TR Ly ey

SOy “"'m;ﬂ'ﬂﬂ“_'ﬂ ¥

mmq Ny il

Thank your partner and the director and you can be on your way. However, you might want to check out
the scores before you go.

Firgly, you can press the Tournament Results Button to get grester detail about the tournament results.
You will be shown the Leader Board:

P et - FVET Pan W Enlimmame it

#1413 Pairs VBA Tournament 1

Homor list (Ovevall leadsrel

Rank Hamas

1 tygexfan webblos
2 hillac tinto

3 tkaylZ kjm33

L] Cavidd Jmmy

Frese tha [EE| on the toolbar (or use the <— and —> cursor keyvs) for decalls

T B ]
W ie-= Lty 1 e rils S1a ;g per favure

(o] T T S [T ey S i e |

Y ou can get more information asingtructed. The Leader Boards will be visible for about an hour and will
then go away. After that you need to look in Completed Tournaments i<t

Also, remember that on any screen you can try the Bridge Movie Button which will give you the full
story of your boards when available.
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MyHands Webpage
There is awebpage where those that want redlly gory detail about their tournament results can go.
www.bridgebase.com/myhands

Go here to see details of the tournament. BBO players who like to pour over details can have great fun
here. Thisgives accessto dl of the hands played by a user — not just tournament hands.
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Enter your BBO Name (plus other search parametersif you like) and you will get dl the detall thet is
available.
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From thisleve of tournament detail, you can look at the summary, check out the Bridge Movie which
shows exactly what happened on that hand for you or bring up the traveller for the board. That should be

enough detail for anyone.
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BBO —Want to Learn?

There are alot of waysto get to know how to Bridge Base Online and the many other online services that
have been made available to enhance your enjoyment of bridge.

Thefirst and most important isto ask people. There are alot of players who regularly go online and you
should make use of this. Get one of them to give you atour of BBO, show you how it works and help you
create your own BBO Name s0 you can useit at home.

Easest isto get someone to come to your house and ingtdl the software for you prior to providing a
demo. Theingdl gtefor grabbing BBO from the web is below. Remember it isfree.
http://online.bridgebase.com/

Also, once you get Sarted playing (or even before you do) you can learn alot by referencing the
Bridge Base Online Help.

Thisisthe help system that is provided when you click the Help Button on the BBO Toolbar:
www.bridgebase.convhel p/3/common/text/index.html
Go to the contents by pressing the Contents Button and have alook around for tournament meterid.

Asthe hepisjust aset of web pages, you don't need BBO ingtalled to check it out.
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